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On Organized Irresponsibility 
SAKAMAKI, Hideaki
 This article examines the meaning of the concept “organized irresponsibility”, de-
veloped by Ulrich Beck. According to Beck, modern society, to which he refers as the “risk 
society”, differs from industrial society with regard to the threats it faces. One typical char-
acteristic of the risk society is the invisibility of risk, as we cannot even imagine the conse-
quences and damage that would be caused by a mega-catastrophe. This situation presents 
a problem because such invisibility allows us to entirely ignore the existence of threats. 
Indeed, we are able to behave as if we were living in an industrial society, and Beck demon-
strates how our administrative systems respond to new threats with the old industrial pat-
terns of control. Beck refers to such responses as organized irresponsibility. Beck cites de-
fects in the regulations of chemical substances as an example of organized irresponsibility. 
That is, the public is allowed to use chemicals until they are proven to be toxic, given that it 
is impossible to investigate the toxicity of all the chemical materials in the world. 
 Beck’s solution to this problem is to widen the sense of responsibility. Scientists, 
engineers, managers, and even workers must be held responsible and be expected to exer-
cise self-control and engage in self-reflection. Beck concludes that engagement in self-criti-
cism is the only way to avoid a mega-catastrophe in the future. 
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